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Harry Laing               Resume

Harry Laing

P.O.Box 257

Braidwood NSW 2622

Phone: 02 48461075

email: geemonga@bigpond.com
                     Continue to take writing and poetry workshops in schools. 

                     Continue to co-run PoetryAlive poetry weekends twice a year at Geebung,

                     Braidwood. Continue to co-organise and MC at PoetryAlive readings@ 

                     Stanley Street Gallery, Sydney.

2016

2015              Invited to present at Whitsunday Voices 2016, a youth literature festival

                      in Mackay. Selected to give a major address to parents and educators at

                      the end of the festival.
                     Was awarded a Quicks grant by RANSW to work with John Bolton on

                      performing poems from Shoctopus in schools. 
                      Writer-in-residence for a week at The Southport School, Gold Coast. Gave

                      presentations and took numerous workshops including in the Prep School.

                      Comedy-writing day workshop with Far South Coast Writers in Merimbula.

                      Shoctopus – poems to grip you! A collection of poems with illustrations for

                      6-12 yr olds published by Bunda Press in July.

                      Presented a workshop at the AATE/ ALEA conference in Canberra.

                      Featured poet at Poetry@The Pub in Newcastle.

                      Featured poet at Batemans Bay Writers Festival.

                      Co-taught Living with Pain? Try Writing! workshop in Canberra.

                      Presented at Oxley College for a day during their poetry week.

                      Professional development day with the staff from Blue Gum School, ACT.

2014              Wrote and performed in Under Braidwood, a staged radio show with a cast of 
                      4 celebrating Braidwood’s 175th anniversary. 

                      Awarded a $3,000 CASP grant to write and perform Under Braidwood.

                      Took a PD session for all staff at Turner School, ACT. Also presented at 

                      several sessions for Book Week in ACT.

                      Co-organised and MC’d at the first PoetryAlive@Stanley Street Gallery

                      reading in Sydney. These readings happen twice a year and feature two

                      established poets.

                      Presented Poetry 101 day workshop at ACT Writers Centre.

2013              Gave a poetry reading at Manning Clark House, ACT.

                      Presented at AATE/ALEA conference in Brisbane.

                      Was awarded a Veolia scholarship of $3,000 for arts practise.

                      Co-organised and participated in theatre retreat with John Bolton
                      at Geebung, Braidwood.

                      Took two days of drama workshops at St Patricks College, Cooma.

2012              Co-presented at Pain Into Art for ANZAP (Australia New Zealand Association   

                      of Psychologists). This involved a presentation and workshops.

                      Performed with DJ Gosper at Bungendore Woodworks Café.

                      Gave a voice workshop at University of Canberra.   

                      Presented youth writing workshops in Jindabyne.

2011              Performed in Playing For Time, a two-hander comedy with Wendy McMahon-

                      Bell. Wrote and performed the show with the assistance of a CASP grant of 

                      $3,000.
                      Took 4 writing workshops at Karralika Drug and Alcohol Rehab centre in ACT.

                      Presented at a PD workshop for English teachers at The National Library.

                      Co-organised and MC’d Poets and Performers stream at Two Fires Festival of

                      Arts and Activism, Braidwood.

                      Performed at The River Readings, Nowra.

                      Was chosen to take part in the Indelible Stencil Project. Two of my poems were
                      subsequently chosen and laser-cut in large steel panels. They are displayed in

                      public parks in Braidwood and Boorowa.

2010              New collection of poetry Backbone published by Bunda Press.
                      Chaired panel and taught PD workshop for South Australian English 

                      Teachers Association at the Australian Poetry Festival at Goolwa, SA.

                      Co-taught ‘The Natural World of Poetry’ residential weekend, Braidwood, 

                      NSW.

                      Taught voice workshop at ‘Shameless Self-promotion’ day for ACT Writers 

                      Centre.

                     Taught creative writing at Bimberi Youth Justice Centre, ACT

                     Received grant from RANSW to teach six creative writing workshops Poetry in   

                      prison at Cooma Correctional Centre, NSW.
Writer in residence at 3-day writers retreat for Yr 9 / 10 Lyneham HS students at Birrigai Outdoor Ed Centre, ACT.

2009  Toured Away with the birds for STARTS in Southern Tablelands region, NSW. 

                     Taught creative writing workshops for Writers Roadshow for Eurobodalla 

                     Learning Community, NSW  (involving 10 local Primary and High Schools).

 Performed Tall Tales From A Tall Activist at Two Fires Festival Of Arts And

 Activism, Braidwood.

2008               Creative writing workshops for Primary Schools on the South Coast of NSW  

                for Writers Roadshow, an initiative of the Eurobodalla Learning Community.

                       Taught (and organised) five regional poetry workshops The Great Poetry        

                       Escape funded by the ACT Writers Centre: Yass, Bermagui, Cooma and

                       Batemans Bay and Pambula Beach. 

                       Judge for A Feast Of Poetry poetry competition for Primary Schools in Cooma 

                       and surrounding region.

                       Worked with director John Bolton on Away with the Birds, Melbourne.

2007               Awarded quick response grant from RANSW to work with director John

                       Bolton on creative development of one-man show Away With The Birds 

                       (A one-man show written by myself) Melbourne.

                       Organised and hosted theatre/retreat workshop at Geebung, near Braidwood

                       with John Bolton. 

                       Creative writing workshops for two Braidwood Primary Schools in Monga 

                       National Park: Writing On The Wild Side. Organised display of students’

                       work for the Two Fires Festival Of Arts And Activism in Braidwood.

                       Performed satirical ballad Ship Of Fools at Two Fires Festival Of Arts And

                       Activism, Braidwood.

2006               Organised and hosted theatre/retreat weekend at Geebung, Braidwood with

                       well-known theatre director John Bolton.

                       Selected by Poets Union to be part of ‘Poets On Wheels-West Of The
                       Divide a week long tour taking workshops in schools and giving readings.

                       Appeared in play reading Duck Variations by David Mamet (Bushbaby

                       Productions) in Braidwood and Bungendore.

                       Appeared in play reading The Spirit Of Man by Peter Barnes (Bushbaby 

                       Productions) in Braidwood and Canberra.

                Performed and read new satirical work Ship Of Fools- A Broadside at

                Outloud a literary festival at Majors Creek, NSW.

2005              Commissioned by The Regional Production Fund to write ten further 

               6 minute pieces, Tales Of A Tree Changer which were broadcast on ABC 

                Radio National, May-July .

                Gave first play reading for Bushbaby Productions, a new professional 

                       theatre company in Braidwood

                      Wrote and performed in fifth one-man comic show, Away With The Birds
                at the Two Fires Festival, Braidwood March 18-21. 

         Radio pieces, Stories From The Edge Of The Forest broadcast on Radio  

         National’s Bush Telegraph. 

2004              Wrote fourth one-man comedy show Mid-life Christmas and performed

                 it in Braidwood and Mittagong.

                As part of the Community Arts Project at Amaroo School (Canberra)

                took three writing workshops with Years 3-5 and designed seven poetry  

                panels to be displayed in the school courtyard.

                       Commissioned by ABC Radio to write and perform 10 short pieces: 

                       Stories From The Edge Of The Forest subsequently broadcast on ABC 666.

2003              Writer on Regeneration Project, 3 days working with years 5-8 at

                       Birrigai Outdoor Education Centre ACT, funded by Bushfire Recovery Fund

                       culminating in an exhibition of students’ work.

                       Write On The Wild Side workshops at Canberra Botanic Gardens with

                       Alfred Deakin High School, Melrose High School and ACT Writers Centre.

                       Lead role in Mr Blue Sky, a film produced by UBS students.

          Performed in one-man comedy show, Zing in Batemans Bay and Goulburn.

                       Participated in NIDA Performing Comic Scenes summer course.

 2002              Performed one-man comedy show Zing in Braidwood.

          Organised and hosted theatre workshop with Gil Alon, Israeli theatre                    

                       practitioner at Geebung, Braidwood.

 2001              One-man comedy show Extra Virgin performed in Braidwood and

                       Bungendore. Five performances at Tuggeranong Arts Centre, Canberra.

                       Environment show, Take The Gloom Out Of Doom at Kambah 

                       High School.

                        Environment show for Yrs 1-5 and writing workshop for Yrs 7-10 at 

                        National Museum of Australia.

 2000               Performances of first one man show ‘Garlic’ in Braidwood and Sydney.

 1999               Five days as Poet In Residence teaching poetry at Shore Grammar School, 

                  North Sydney. Took 20 classes of Yrs 7-10, including one day with

                  primary school.

1996                 Awarded grant by artsACT to run two pilot residential 5-day writing courses

                  for Years 10-12 at Tharwa, ACT.

1995                 Awarded Category B Fellowship by the Australia Council.

            Was resident writer for Allwrite (Come Out Youth Arts) for 8 days at Mt. 

                         Gambier. (S.A.) Took 11 workshops in both primary and secondary schools.

                         Helped edit youth writing magazine.

1994                 Took workshops/ performed in several SA schools.

                         Performed poetry show ‘The Electric Bard’ at Adelaide Festival Fringe.

1993                 Became resident of Australia.

                         First collection of poetry, Thirst, published by the Phoenix Press with the 

                         aid of Scottish Arts Council grant.      

1991                 Came to live in Australia.

1986                 Began writing.

1981-84           Falmouth School of Art (BA Hons Fine Art)

1962                 Born in Edinburgh, Scotland.
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